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Занятие 3

Из истории США
Цель:  Совершенствовать навыки аудирования и чтения учащихся на примере текстов об истории открытия Америки            

Задачи: 1. Совершенствовать умение понимать иноязычную речь в деталях (listening for detail);

2. Совершенствовать навыки чтения с извлечением специфической информации (reading for specific information).

I. Лекция учителя. 

The history of the discovery of America
(текст взят из страноведческого справочника English-speaking countries, автор Шереметьева А.В., стр. 92-93)

The United States is a rather young country. Nevertheless, many dramatic events happened during that shot period of its history.

First people appeared on the American continent 30,000-40,000years ago, as scientists believe. There was a land bridge connecting Asia and North America. Those people could come from Asia following the bisons and wooly mammonth using that land bridge.

Later, water covered that natural bridge and the Bering Strait was formed.

These two continents became isolated and the migration stopped. And now the descendants of these people are called Native Americans or American Indians.

Nobody knew about the existence of the American continent for thousands of years.

In the early times people in Europe and Middle East were afraid of the open sea and that is why it took them a long time to discover the West. They believed that the western seas were dangerous for people because terrible monsters lived there that could crush ships.

Time passed and some people found courage to make sea trips. Those first people were the Vikings. Eric the Red sailed to the West looking for new lands. He found a land that was covered with ice even on summer. He called that land Greenland. It was in 982 AD and it was Eric the Red who founded a small colony there.

The son of Eric the Red  reached the land which is now Canada around the year 1000. His name was Leif Ericsson. He and his men founded a colony and spent a winter there. Other colonists stayed there longer, for three years. But they had to leave because of the native tribes.

Only in the 15-th century Christopher Columbus rediscovered America.

1. Определите, верны или неверны  следующие предложения.

A) The history of America is not long but rich in dramatic events.

B) 30,000-40,000years ago people from Asia sailed to North America.

C) The descendants of these people are called Native Americans or American Indians.

D) People in Europe and Middle East thought it was dangerous to discover the West because of the monsters lived in the western seas.

E) Eric the Red sailed to the West and discovered Canada.

F) Leif Ericsson spent a winter in Canada.

II. Only in the 15-th century Amerigo Vespucci rediscovered America.

III. Чтение текста “Columbus: hero or villain?” (текст взят из учебника Rising Star by Luke Prodromou изд-во Macmillian стр.94-95) и выполнение заданий к нему:

Columbus: hero or villain?
The traditional view

 Most people are taught at school that Columbus is one of the greatest heroes of Western civilization. For a lot of people, he not only discovered America but introduced the arts, law and religion to the primitive tribes of the New World. I_______Which view is more reliable? We should first consider the facts.

Roads to the East
In the 15-th century the Portuguese  were one of the most powerful nations on earth. By the end of the century, they were sailing futher and futher into the Atlantic, in search of a new route to India.

2_______ it seemed the most sensible thing to do, but the journey was much further than they thought.

A new approach
  Columbus came up with an original solution to the problem: he decided to turn Portugal’s strategy for an eastern sea route on its head.3_________ No European before had deliberately sailed ships away from land, with no certainly of getting back home safely. In the end, it was the Spanish King and Queen who gave Columbus ships and men and in return he promised to bring “as much gold as they need… and as many slaves as they ask”.

A new world
In 1492 Columbus west with three small ships^ the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. After three weeks, on 12-th October, Columbus and his crew arrived at an island in the Bahamas inhabited by the Arawak Indians. 4________ Columbus wrote the following in his diary^” They brought us parrots and balls of cotton and spears and many other things, which we exchanged for glass beads. They willingly traded  everything they owned. They do not bear arms, and do not seem to know them.”

How they lost their freedom
 When the gold Columbus found was not enough, he made the natives into slaves. The slave trade started when Columbus’ men captured 500 Arawak men, women and children and kept them imprisoned, guarded by Spaniards and dogs. 5________ Of those 500, only 300 survived the trip. When they arrived in Spain they were sold.

Mixed feelings
Columbus thought the Indians were gentler and more intelligent than he had expected. 6________ During his later voyages to yhe Caribbean he imposed terrible punishments on the Indians. Yet Columbus was always warning his officers to treat the Indians well and he often seems genuinely moved by the beauty of the natives culture.

His reputation today
Five hundred years later, Christopher Columbus remains an enigma. He clearly had a very strong desire for riches. 7________ In this he was successful. However, his attempt to create a colony was disastrous. He died after a fourth voyage, richer than a Genoese weaver’s son could ever  have dreamed. Was he a hero or a villain? The answer must surely be that Christopher Columbus was a bit of both.

1. Choose from the sentences A-H the one which fits each gap 1-7. There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

A. This is why he thought they would make good servants and slaves.
B.  When the Spaniards were ready, they picked the 500 best “specimens” to load onto the shops.

C.  Why not sail west, thought Cilumbus, and reach Indies that way?

D.  When Columbus and his sailors came ashore, the Arawaks ran to greet them bringing food and gifts.

E.  They thought the best way to do this was by sailing  south round Africa and eastwards.

F. For others, he is responsible for the introduction  of slavery and destruction of native American culture.

G.  We know very little about Columbus’ childhood and education.

H.  He was determined to find gold.
